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Lockheed F-80C Shooting Star
The F-80 Shooting Star was a remarkable milestone in military aviation. lt was the first operational

United States jet flghter, greatly outperforming the initial US design, the Bell P-59, which proved unsuitable
for deployment. Significantly, it successfully brought the United States Army Air Force into the "Jet Age" as
the world transitioned from WWll to the Cold War.

The Shooting Star prototype was created in the very brief period of 143 days beginning on 26 June,

1943 by Lockheed's Advanced Development Projects team - the Skunk Works; lead by the legendary Clar-
ence "Kelly" Johnson. The fighter first took to the air on 8 January 1944, and after further development was
put into production under the designation P-80A. Service experience required additional changes which finally
resulted in the deflnitive P-80C variant. When the United States Air Force became a separate branch of the

US armed forces in 1947, the pursuit aircraft were re-designated as flghters, and the P-80 became the F-80.

While the Shooting Star was conceived to be an air superiority fighter opposing Luftwaffe jets, in actu-
ality, it engaged in the world's first jet vs. jet aerial combat over Korea on 8 November, 1950, in which Lt. Rus-
sell Brown claimed destruction of a lr,1iG-15. Despite this early success, the straight-wing F-80 was no longer
suitable as a dog-fighter. anc the Shoctl^g Sta'-l: rate y iound its niche as a ground attack and interdiction
aircraft employed in the dangerous anc ungLano'3-s :;siness of delivering bombs and rockets to Commu-
nist targets. ln the end, F-80Cs flew over'0C.COC rr.ssions in Korea, more than any other aircraft type.
Beyond the F-80's direct contributions, its durac e a^c adaptable airframe served as the basis for the long

serving T-33 trainer and F-94 all-weather intercep:cr.

Dimensions

Wingspan... .....39 ft

Length. ....,34ft6in
Height. ......1'1 ft4 in

Weight

Empty. ..,.,,,8,240 lbs

Maximum.... ,,...15,336 lbs

P e rf o rrnan ce

.., ..580 mph @ 7,000 ft

Powerplant
1 - J33 engine with 4,600 lbs of thrust

Armament
6 - .50 caliber machine guns

,si '9,. ....,42,750 feet

.,..1 ,380 miles

ATTENTI0N - Reod the in$ructions corefully prior to osembly. Remcve lc-s iom fiome with o shorpe knife or nippers ond trim 0w0y ex(ess plo$ic. Do not twi$

offsprues. Numbersof portsoremorkedfigures, l,2,3..,Spruesonvihirttieporhorelocoted,oremorkedbycopilolletters: A,B,C...
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Assembly Guide
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Flat Black

lnside Front Wheel Well
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Drill out holes for wing tanks
and weapons pylons as desired.
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' Flat Black with
Silver reflector
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Tire

R4b Black

Info View

Air Brake Housing
Interior Green
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lnfo View
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Left side (Right side)

Optional navigation light location.
Consult your references for the aircraft you wish to model.
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.Apply F5 to top
and bottom

R15 (R16)

*:;,'tr

BO

Flat Black
FS 37038
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Blue
FS 35180

1R10 (R13)

*fu\"un Metar
Aluminum

I
Leather

I
Red-Brown

I
Aluminum Gun Metal

I
Burnt Metal

I
lnterior Green
FS 34151

Olive Drab
FS 34087

Khaki
FS 30219

Dark Gray
FS 36231

Light Gray
FS 36440

Remove excess
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Painting Reference



Decolsr Cut from the sheet os needed (numbers of decols ore morked by figures in squores tr tr tr .); submerge in woter until

decol loosens from poper; opply the decol to the kit ond blot with o cleon rog.

F-80C.1 0-t0 49-550',SAGGtN DRAGoN"

I 5th Fighter lnterceplor Squodron,

5lst Fighter Inlerceptor Wing, Suwon,

Koreo, Morch l95l

Blue FS 35180

Blue
FS 35180

Blue
FS 3s180

Light Gray
FS 36440

Flat Black

Blue FS 35180

Flat Black

Blue FS 35180 Light Gray

-' FT-65-i__i

Blue FS 35180



F-80C-10.t0 49-423,8th Fighter Bomher Group,

Wing Commonder's oircrofi, Lt Col levi Chose,

Suwon, Koreo, Morch 1952

Aluminum

F-80C-l0-10 49-l65, 'U'[ DOTIIE',80th Fighter Bomber Squodron,

8lh Fighter Bomber Group, [t Roy Morsh,

Toegu, Koreo, December 1950
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Sfenc il Placement and Common Data
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